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Greetings from our President 

Welcome to a brand new year!  As 
I write this, El Nino has arrived, it 
has been raining for days, and a 
bit of post-holiday slump is still 
hanging on. Not to worry! Marin 
Villages is bright and chipper with 
a very successful year-end 
fundraising campaign under its 

belt (thank you all!), four talented and enterprising 
new Board members and exciting plans in the works 
for new community partnerships and in-depth 
programs. We all are looking forward to the unfolding 
of 2016 with great enthusiasm. 
 

Have you all checked out our website lately?  I am 
continually impressed with the variety of activities our 
Villages generate.   I found movie groups, book groups, 
fitness groups, Dominoes, walks and hikes, memoir 
writing, movies, luncheons, museum trips, birding, 
guys’ group – and more!  Also, on our website you’ll 
find a section called Members Only, where our 
carefully vetted service providers are listed. My long-
time electrician let me down right after Christmas, and 
on this list I found a wonderful replacement who 
responded immediately and did an excellent job.  A 
very Happy New Year to everyone! I look forward to 
seeing you around the Villages.          Loulie Sutro 

Around the Villages  

Welcome to our Newest Board Members –  
We are very excited to welcome our newest members 
to the Board of Directors – Larry Meredith, Jane 
Matthewman, Cheryl Sorokin and Sue Steele (Village 
Rep).  These new members bring a wealth of 
experience and knowledge to our organization.     
 

Larry recently retired as Director of the Marin County 
Department of Health and Human Services.  Jane’s 
background includes institutional management 
consulting and project management expertise.  Cheryl 
retired from Bank of America NT&SA and BankAmerica 

Corporation where she was the Group Corporate 
Executive Vice President and Corporate Secretary – the 
first woman holding this position at the bank and its 
holding company.  Sue continues to run her marriage 
and family therapy practice in Mill Valley.   Their 
expertise in public health, operational management, 
corporate governance and family dynamics will be 
invaluable as we continue to grow and build the 
organization.   

The New Voice at the Office - Please join us in 
welcoming Rita Jones as our member/volunteer 
coordinator.   Rita loves Marin, so much so, that she 
has moved here twice from the Midwest!  Rita lived 
here from 1998 to 2011, working as 
an office manager for a gift 
company, Eco Express.  She then 
moved back to Iowa to care for her 
mom for a few years and returned in 
2014.   Rita lives with her girlfriend, 
Kathleen, and 11 year-old rescue dog, Wally.   In her 
spare time, she can be found hiking, dancing, playing 
cards, walking, and most recently honing her archery 
skills.                      Welcome Rita!  
 

Village News – The Archstone Foundation of Long 
Beach recently funded a grant to understand the 
viability of a California Village Coalition to help build 
greater public awareness of the positive impact Village 
membership is having for older Californians.  Lisa 
Brinkmann, Ginni Saunders (Novato Village) and Sue 
Steele (Mill Valley Village) participated at a regional 
meeting to explore how the 60+ Villages in California 
may benefit from a statewide coalition and where we 
fit into the larger landscape of aging services in 
California. 

While participating in the state and regional coalitions, 
we continue to focus on strengthening our ‘Village’ 
community within Marin.  Last year we launched 
Novato Village and expanded into San Rafael.  We are 
now working with interested members of the 
community to develop the Rainbow Village, serving 
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older adults in the LGBT community, and widening our 
footprint in Corte Madera/Larkspur with an evolving 
Twin Cities (Ross Valley) Village.  We recently made a 
presentation to the Fairfax Town Council in an effort to 
increase awareness of our services and recruit 
interested volunteers.   

Executive Director Corner   
In a recent version of AgingToday, I read ‘organizations 
are searching to address solutions to keep pace with 
the future costs of serving America’s growing elder 
population’ and how this scenario ‘dictates the need 
for a new framework for how organizations in the 
aging services network serve and support older adults’.     

 Marin Villages is building a framework 
to support older adults’ desire to 
remain independent in their 
communities.  The simple concept of 
connecting neighbors with neighbors to 
keep community members healthy and 

active is resonating and our impact is being felt – and 
appreciated.   Building community and trust takes time.  
As we start our sixth year, we are seeing (and hearing) 
the positive impact and value our services and 
programs are bringing to the community!   I’m excited 
and encouraged.                              Lisa Brinkmann 
  

What Are our Members Doing?  
Marin Villages receives 375+/- requests each month for 
services – from rides to appointments to help with 
water leaks; from dog walks to setting up TV remotes.  
Services are only a part of our community-building 
efforts.  Also key to staying active and connected is 
having fun and being involved.  The following is just a 
glimpse of some of what our members are doing: 

Jackie Kirk (Ross Valley Village) has launched a new 
website jackiekirk.com and announced her latest 
exhibit More than a Selfie, which will be showing at the 

NUMU museum in Los Gatos 
from January 21 to May 15, 
2016.  Jackie will be displaying 
select pieces from her The Face 

of Aids collection.     Congratulations Jackie! 

Buck Institute Tour - Recently a group of Marin 
Villagers enjoyed a docent-led tour of the Buck 
Institute of Research on Aging hosted by Ross Valley 
Village.   As one member noted: “It was just great 
today - my first time . . . when a science department 

head asked what Marin Villages was, 3-4 villagers 
chimed in and very well covered it.” 

Rosie the Riveter – Both San Rafael and Mill Valley 
Villages took field trips to 
the Rosie the Riveter WWII 
Home Front National 
Historic Museum in 
Richmond.  It was a treat 
to have heard first hand, 

the experience of a real ‘riveter’,  Betty Soskin, the 
oldest National Park Ranger in the United States. 

Pelican Dreams on a Sunday Afternoon - “What a 
wonderful event at the Sweetwater.  There must have 
been at least 120 people at the standing room only 
showing of the movie. Congratulations on a great 
event.”  Thanks go out to Mill Valley Village and 
filmmaker, Judy Irving for the fun afternoon. 

Happy Birthday to Mozart – Homestead Village 
presented a Happy Birthday, Mozart! lecture-recital by 
Dr. Kayleen Asbo, a faculty member of the San 
Francisco Conservatory and 
Dominican University.   

Kayleen explored the lesser-
known works of Mozart’s 
genius using keyboard, 
violin, images and stories.  It 
was a true blend of passion, humor and scholarship. 

Happy Hour Social – San Rafael Village hosted its first 
Happy Hour at the Range Café at the Peacock Gap Golf 
Club.  Good company, great conversation and a lot of 
fun! 

    
 

Donor Salute! 
A hearty thank you to all the individuals, foundations, 
businesses, and  civic organizations  whose contri-
butions enabled Marin Villages to fulfill over 4,000 
service requests last year. Your financial and in-kind 
support strengthened the scope and quality of our 
programs ,  broadened accessibility of our services  and 
helped  Marin Villages fill a major gap in senior services 
in the county.  We salute and thank you for your 
ongoing support.                                                     
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MARIN VILLAGES 2015 DONORS 
We are grateful for each of you who have generously supported us with your gifts. 

 

SILVER CIRCLE DONORS 
(in bold) 

$5000 +  
Anonymous 
Jon & Linda Gruber  
Jack & Loulie Sutro   
     

$2500-$4999   
Allan & Sydne Bortel 
Kurt Scheidt 
Sandra Yoffie 
 

$1000-$2444  

Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Juliette Bonelli 
Marcus & Sara Byruck 
Michael & Jeannie Casey 
Gatian Cunningham 
Bert & Sisi Damner 
Lee & Lyn Follett 
Frank & Barbro Greene 
Irwin & Catherine Gubman 
James Campodonico & Guy Loundagin 
Hugh & Muriell Harris 
Trish Hibben 
Stephanie Mendel 
Vivienne Miller 
Suzie Pollak 
Herbert & Nancy Tully 
James & Cynthia Walker 
Dana Whitson 
David Wilson 
Doug & Dellie Woodring 
 

DONORS   
$500-$999   
Robert Belknap, MD 
Max Bernstein & Karen Robbins 
Alan & Helen Bonapart 
Andreas Eggler & Lisa Brinkmann 
Delia Brinton 
Stuart & Jean Brown 
Wendy Buchen 
John & Pat Cahill 
Lois Cannady 
Thomas & Kristi Cohen 
Peter Abrahams & Connie Dubin 
Larry Dingus 

Catherine Dunlap 
Charles Fischer 
Alison Fuller 
Michael & Sally Gallagher 
Robert Gieselmann 
Karen Glikman & Jerene De Laney 
Sallie Griffith 
Libby Halaby 
Robert & Elizabeth Hart 
Alan & Barbara Hayakawa 
Kelly Horner 
Robert & Judy Huret 
Michael & Pepper Jackson 
Raul Carter & Jane Solomons 
Katherine Johnson 
Helen Johnson 
Reese & Margaret Jones 
Frank & Joanne Keenan 
Bunny Kehl-Cobb 
Donald & Brenda MacLean 
Richard & Joan Madden 
Christina McKinley 
Ruthanna Page 
Derek & Nancy Parker 
John & Kathy Pearson 
Arlene Pinkerton 
Margot Plant 
William & Sally Rankin 
James & Judy Saffran 
Eleanor Siperstein 
Valerie Stilson 
Burnett & Marilyn Tregoning 
David & Kay Werdegar 
Barry & Fran Wilson 
Kate Wilson 
Ruth Wosser 
Susan York 
  

To -$499   
Anonymous 
Sondra Adams 
Maureen Ahsani 
Rosalie Alexander 
Jeffrey & Francesca Amann 
Mary Amonette 
Robert & Sally Anderson, in honor  
   of Suzie Pollak 
Anthony Barkovich & Kay Jernstedt 
Rose Appel 

Einar & Liv Asbo 
Christine Barbour 
Marge Bartolini 
Merry Barton 
Suzanne Beittel 
Beverlee Bentley 
Joan Bergsund 
Neil & Barbara Berling 
Linden Berry, in honor of Lee Follett 
Thomas & Sandy Bertelsen 
Richard & Diane Blackman 
Will Boemer 
Melinda Booth 
Pete & Susan Bowser, in honor  
   of Suzie Pollak 
Dick & Pat Bradshaw 
Girija Brilliant 
Meredith Bruce 
Susan Bull 
Bernard Burke 
Joan Busby 
Peter Carlson 
Cathy Cashman 
Kari Chao 
Mary Louise Chapman 
Robert & Ann Clausen 
Drs. James & Linda Clever 
Susan Cohen 
John & Kay Colette 
George & Teta Collins 
Kent & Margaret Colwell 
Dodie Crawford 
David & Nancy Crowne 
Nancy Kent Danielson 
Donna De Tata 
Leila Delger 
Allison Delman 
April Mary Di Santo 
Maria Dibbern 
Ginny Doyle 
Jim & Judy Edgar 
Kay & Mark Egan 
Virginia Eggleston 
Dorothy Erickson 
Elliot & Laurel Feigenbaum 
Raymond Feldman, in honor of  
  Allan & Sydne Bortel 
Roy Fidler 
Michael and Patrice Fiske 
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Alan Frankel 
Edward & Marie Fuchs 
Susan Ganter 
Patricia Garlan 
E. Goldman 
Charles Gompertz 
Jackie Gouly 
John & Terrill Graham 
Sharon Greer 
John & Susan Guenza 
Joan Hartwell 
Jo Ann Haseltine, in memory of 
   Nancy Forster 
Helen Haskell, in memory of  
  Nancy Cusack Boyden 
Susan Hayes 
Meri Hayos 
Ann Hayward 
Helen Heitkamp 
Allan & Nancy Hertzog 
Juliet Hickey 
Tom Hanson & Ira Hirschfield, 
  in honor of Connie Dubin 
Laurie Hoey 
Jill Hollander 
Wayne Holter 
Tony & I’Lee Hooker 
Phil & Carla Hudner 
Brett & Barbara Johnson 
Colleen Johnson 
Katherine Judd 
Virginia Kahn 
Richard & Barbara Kattman 
Madeline Kellner 
Teri Kelly 
Sydney Kennedy 
Terry Keyes 
Tom & Harriet Kostic 
Corinne Lansill 
David & Patti Le Blanc 
Scott Hickman & Leila Delgar 
Walter & Mimi Levison 
Marin & Andrea Lewis 
Rosa Liu 
Elizabeth Mackey, in honor of  
  Loulie Sutro 
Jane Martin 
Dinah McClure 
Marin & Louise McGuinn 
Paula McNally 
Steve & Kay McNamara 
Spencer & Roberta Michels 

Anthony & Robin Miller 
Marjorie Moore 
M.E. & R.A. Moore 
Jay Murphy 
Janet Murray 
Alice Nakahata 
Lorraine Norby 
Cela O’Connor 
Marjolaine O’Neill 
Dick Otter 
Vincent & Judith Ann Pallavicini 
Jan Pasha 
Douglas & Elke Paul 
Jill Perkins 
Ted Pollak 
Robert & Kathleen Pomeroy 
Jean Price 
David Ratner 
Charles & Patsy Raven 
Leslie Reiber 
Joe & Dana Reilly 
Donna Riback 
John & Marj Robinson 
Paul Rola 
Ruth Rubin 
Joan Sadler 
Alan & Susan Saltzman 
Bruce & King Sams 
Virginia Saunders 
Garret & Janet Scales 
John & Betsy Scarborough 
Charlotte Scherman, in honor of  
   Rolf Scherman 
David & Daly Schreck 
Betty Schrohe 
Dr. Charles & Andrea Shapiro 
Michael Sheiner 
Clare Sias, in honor of Roane Sias 
Sarah Simon 
Linda Alwyn Smith 
Linda Smith 
Gideon & Cheryl Sorokin 
Teresa Sousa 
Edward & Elizabeth Specht 
Mae Stadler 
Sue Steele 
Sarah Steenhousen 
Martin Stevenson 
Stephen Sutro 
Ellie Sutro 
John David Sutro 
Pam Swain 

Linda Alden Swanson 
Liz Tan 
Paul Tomita 
John Touchstone 
Gwen Truex 
Lorraine Voskanian 
Patricia Wade 
Constance Wadsworth 
Paula Weinberger 
Brian Whitty 
Helen Willms 
Margaret Wood 
Cindy Worthington 
Bruce Wrisley 
Monique Zabalaga 
Gerry Zalkovsky 
Suzanne Zimmerman  
   
 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO 

COMMUNITY FUNDERS: 
Bank of Marin 
Belvedere Community Foundation 
County of Marin 
The Heffernan Foundation 
Marin Community Foundation 
Marin County Healthcare District 
Marin Transit 
Rotary Club of Mill Valley  
Rotary Club of Tiburon-Belvedere 
San Rafael Host Lions Club  
Sutter Care at Home 
 

AND OUR COMMUNITY 
SUPPORTERS: 
Buck Institute for Research on Aging 
City of San Rafael 
Dominican University 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
Resource Renewal Institute 
Rickey’s Roadhouse Café 
Rotary of San Rafael 
The San Francisco WineTrading Co. 
Scout Hall, Mill Valley 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Sweetwater Music Hall and Cafe 
Tiburon Town Hall 
Trader Joe’s 
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